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OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

               Application for Free School Meals             

 
 
Please note: We do not process claims for Beacon Hill Academy, Blowers Green Academy, Fairhaven Primary,  
Kates Hill Academy, Netherbrook Primary, Pegasus Academy, Sledmere Academy, St James Academy, The Link 
Academy, Greenfield Primary Academy, Blanford Mere Primary. Please contact these schools directly. 
 
We encourage you to complete your application online at MyDudley https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-
school-meals/ but if this is not possible, please post your completed form to Benefits Services Division, Council House, 
Priory Road, Dudley DY1 1HF, email it to us at freeschoolmeals.benefits@dudley.gov.uk or ask the school to email it to 
us on your behalf.   
 
You only need to complete one application form for all children.  Please ensure that you answer ALL questions AND 
sign the declaration at the bottom of the final page. 
 
If your child attends a Dudley maintained nursery class, both before and after lunchtime, you may be eligible for Free 
School Meals depending on the rules applicable at the time.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Title (please tick) Mr  Mrs  Miss  Ms  Other       

                        

First Name                   

                        

Last Name                   

                        

Date of birth         enter date, month, year (DDMMYYYY) 

                        

National Insurance number          This should be 2 letters, 6 numbers, 
and 1 final letter.  

                 

Partner’s First Name                   

                        

Partner’s Last Name                   

                        

Partner’s Date of birth         enter date, month, year (DDMMYYYY) 

                        

Partner’s National Insurance number          This should be 2 letters, 6 numbers, 
and 1 final letter. 

           
 

MAIN BENEFIT CLAIMANT DETAILS – please ensure that you provide full and accurate details, it may delay 
your application if information is missing or incorrect. 
 

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 

 
Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. 

 
 

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-school-meals/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-school-meals/
mailto:freeschoolmeals.benefits@dudley.gov.uk
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OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

 
 
DETAILS OF DEPENDANT CHILDREN 

 
 

Child’s full 
name 

 
Gender 

 
Child’s 
Date of 
Birth 

 
Name of the 
nursery or 

school your 
child attends 

(Your child must 
attend nursery both 

before and after 
lunch) 

 
What is the 

child’s 
relationship to 

you 
eg 

son/daughter? 

 
Do you 
receive 
Child 

Benefit 
for this 
child? 

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
If your child has recently moved schools and was receiving FSM at the previous school, please complete the following: 
 

Previous School Name __________________________ Previous Local Authority _____________________________ 
 

 
We use a secure Government website which links to your benefit provider to check entitlement to Free School Meals.   
 
Please confirm if we can check your entitlement                               Yes             No 
 

If no, please provide evidence to show you are currently in receipt of one of the benefits below.  
 

 

Current Address                     

House No.    House Name (if applicable)             

                        

Road                      

                        

Postal Town                      

                        

Postcode          

 

Home Telephone No.              

                                                                                        

Mobile telephone no,             

 

Email address                     
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OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

  Please tick the income that you receive: 
 
 

Universal Credit Yes  No        

                              

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance Yes  No        

                              

Guarantee element of Pension Credit Yes  No        

                              

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 Yes  No        

              
           
   
   
 

 
Data Protection Statement – The information you provide on this form is subject to the provision of the Data Protection 
Law.  The information will be held confidentially and will be retained for the purposes of processing your application and 
meeting our statutory obligations.  It may be shared with other Council Services and partner organisations to prevent 
and detect fraud, ensure that our records are accurate and to help us to identify services you may be entitled to or be 
interested in.  Further data protection information can be obtained from the Information Commissioner’s website at 
www.ico.org.uk. 

 
If you need support the FSM admin team can be contacted via email (address shown above) or by telephone on:  
01384 814543.   

 
Declaration and Authorisation 
I declare that the information I have given on this form is correct and complete.  I understand that if I give information 
that is incorrect or incomplete, you may take action against me.  I understand that the Free School Meals Team at the 
Council may check the information on this form. 
 
Further information on how we use your data is available on the Council’s website at this link www.dudley.gov.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUR SIGNATURE _____________________________________ DATE_______/________/________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please ensure that you have completed all information on pages 1, 2 and 3 of this form and continue to  
read the further guidance on page 4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NASS reference number 
YY/MM/XXXXX (e.g., 26/06/12345).  

         

http://www.ico.org.uk/
http://www.dudley.gov.uk/
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FURTHER GUIDANCE 
 

• FSM are awarded under Government guidelines applicable at the time. 
 

• From 1 September 2026, families who receive Universal Credit can apply for Free School Meals. Once we have 
checked your income, we will let you know whether your child is entitled to Free School Meals. 
 

• If your household income is £7,400 or less, your child may qualify for Targeted Free School Meals. This means the 
school may also be able to claim Pupil Premium funding, and your family may be able to receive extra support. 
 

• If your household income is more than £7,400, your child may qualify for Expanded Free School Meals. This means 
your child can receive Free School Meals, but the school cannot claim Pupil Premium funding and there is no 
additional support for families linked to this award. 
 

• If your application is not successful, we will write to you. We will continue to check your income for three months 
from the date we receive your application. If you qualify during this time, we will backdate the award to the date we 
received your form and let you know. If you do not qualify within three months and your circumstances change later, 
you will need to apply again. 

 

• If your application is successful, we will send you an award letter and tell your child’s school.  
 

• We will check your income once a year. If your child is no longer entitled to Free School Meals, we will write to you. 
 

• This application and award letter only apply to the child or children named on the form. 
 

• You will need to complete a new application if you continue to receive a qualifying income and 
o you have another child who starts full-time nursery and attends both before and after lunchtime, or who 

reaches school age; 
o your child moves to a Dudley MBC school from a school in another local authority area; 
o another child joins your household. 

 

• Please tell us if your circumstances change, as this may affect your child’s entitlement. For example, you should tell 
us if you move address, your child stops living with you, or your child starts attending a school outside the Dudley 
borough. 
 

• Please do not submit a duplicate application unless the Free School Meals team asks you to do so. 
 

• Please do not complete a new application if your child is already receiving Free School Meals at a Dudley school 
NOT listed at the top of this form. If your child’s school is listed, please contact them directly for more information. 

•  
 

Please continue to provide your child with a school meal until you receive the outcome of your Free School 
Meals application. 

 

 

 

 

 


