
What could these Mayan objects be? 

 

Object 
What could it be used 

for? 
(By whom? Priest, rich or 

poor?) 

 

Justify your ideas! 

 

Clue: when’s your birthday?  

 

Clue: hole in one!  

 

Clue: not quite a crown…  

 

Clue: similar to a shin pad  

 

Clue: probably not dishwasher 

safe! Cleaning it out will turn 

water brown. 

 

 

Clue: a way of making lots of 

notes 
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What could these Mayan objects be? ANSWERS 

 

 

Object 
What could 

it be used 

for? 
(By whom? 

Priest, rich 

or poor?) 

 

Justify your ideas! 

 

Mayan 

Calendar 

 

Priests? 

Priests could use the calendar to 

plan festivals  

 

Hoop 

for Pok-

A-Tok 

ball 

game 

Men 

The rich as their blood was more 

valuable?  

 

Mayan 

Jade 

Pendant 
This pendant has a 

hieroglyphic 

inscription of a 

ritual that took 

place at the end of a 

king’s rule. Several 

of these pendants 

were tied together 

at the waist and 

worn for many 

generations as part 

of a king's formal 

attire. 

 

 

King 
http://www.miho.or.jp/english/member/shangrila/vol14/eshan14_1.htm 
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Mayan 

stone 

protective 

gear 
Mesoamerican 

ballgames were 

sacred rituals that 

started from the 

time of the Olmecs 

and symbolized 

battles in which life 

was sacrificed to 

the gods. Heavy 

gear such as this, 

carved with a 

powerful creature, 

was worn to protect 

the athletes from 

the rubber ball used 

in the game. 

The rich as their blood was more 

valuable? Men? 
http://www.miho.or.jp/english/member/shangrila/vol14/eshan14_1.htm 

 

Mayan 

earthen 

vessel 
This three-legged 

vessel is incised 

with scenes of a 

paradise of an 

afterworld filled 

with music and 

blossoming flowers. 

The inscription 

indicates that a king 

drank a special 

cocoa out of this 

cup. 

King 
http://www.miho.or.jp/english/member/shangrila/vol14/eshan14_1.htm 

 

Ocharina 

(musical 

instrument) 
Maya figural 

ocarina from 

Honduras, c. 200 - 

500 AD. This Early 

figural example 

stands on two 

mammiform legs 

and depicts an 

individual adorned 

with a spiked 

headdress and ear 

spools. 

Unknown who would have played it 
http://www.ancientresource.com/lots/precolumbian/ancient-musical-

instruments.html 
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